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Special 
Awards

AzSEF 2024
● Location – Mountain America Stadium in 

Tempe, AZ  (i.e. Sun Devil Stadium)

● Date: April 4-6, 2024

○ Elementary & Junior Divisions - 
Thursday, April 4, 2024

○ Senior Division - Friday, April 5, 2024

○ Awards Ceremony and Public Viewing - 
Saturday, April 6, 2024 at Arizona 
Science Center
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All TV’s and Jumbo 
Screen 
will play live and 
recorded feed 
throughout both days 

We would love for schools 
to send pre-recorded shout 
outs for student 
representatives

Judge area – 
Lagunitas Room 
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Elementary Projects

Junior Projects

Friday
Senior Division 
Projects 

Judging Location Details
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THURSDAY - 1 PM TO 6 PM
1. Check in at Registration Desk  - 

form issues taken care of.
2. Review your project for D&S 

compliance - make changes as 
necessary.

3. Submit signed D&S form to staff.
4. Inspector will be assigned to review 

project.
5. Additional changes made if needed.
6. Check in project with staff in the 

Coaches Club - QR code 

FRIDAY - 7:30 AM - 9:00 AM
1. Check out project from staff at the 

Coaches Club - Signature required
2. Set project up at designated table

If checking in for first time, follow steps 2-5 
above, then set up project.

If project is deemed to need a second D&S 
review proceed to D & S table located near 
the Coaches Club



AzSEF 2024
Other Details

● Parking & Buses is off Rio Salado Drive - 
Lot 59 (confirming)

● Concessions will be open but can bring own 
lunch.

● Highly encouraging refillable water bottles - 
many refill stations throughout the stadium

● Wear comfortable shoes - the stadium is 
large!

●
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Awards Ceremony & Public Day
● Students who won awards can bring their projects to the 

Science Center and share them with the general public 
during their designated time.

● Network with other students during lunch and explore time.

● Attend their designated Awards Ceremony to receive their 
award!
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Link to D&S 
Guidelines 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16t5f0FkCEPcgKxqLuC29wtVnMUBg930G/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16t5f0FkCEPcgKxqLuC29wtVnMUBg930G/view?usp=sharing
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/16t5f0FkCEPcgKxqLuC29wtVnMUBg930G/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16t5f0FkCEPcgKxqLuC29wtVnMUBg930G/view?usp=sharing




Special Awards
I. Research Problem (10 pts.)
___ description of a practical need or problem to be solved
___ definition of criteria for proposed solution
___ explanation of constraints

II. Design and Methodology (15 pts.)
___ exploration of alternatives to answer need or problem
___ identification of a solution
___ development of a prototype/model

III. Execution: Construction and Testing (20 pts.)
___ prototype demonstrates intended design
___ prototype has been tested in multiple conditions/trials
___ prototype demonstrates engineering skill and completeness

IV. Creativity (20 pts.)
(A creative project demonstrates imagination and inventiveness. Such projects often offer different perspectives that open 
up new
possibilities or new alternatives. Judges should place emphasis on research outcomes in evaluating creativity.)
___ project demonstrates significant creativity in one or more of the above criteria

V. Presentation (35 pts.)
(Presentation/Interview: The interview provides the opportunity to interact with the finalists and evaluate their 
understanding of the project’s basic science, interpretation and limitations of the results and conclusions.
If the project was done at a research or industrial facility, the judge should determine the degree of independence of the
finalist in conducting the project, which is documented on Form 1C and Form 2. If the project was completed at home or in 
a school laboratory, the judge should determine if the finalist received any
mentoring or professional guidance. If the project is a multi‐year effort, the interview should focus ONLY on the current 
year’s work. Judges should review the project’s abstract and Form 7 (Intel ISEF Continuation Projects) to clarify what 
progress was completed this year.
Please note that both team and individual projects are judged together, and projects should be judged only on the basis of 
their quality. However, all team members should demonstrate significant contributions to and an understanding of the 
project.)

a. Poster (10 pts.)
___ logical organization of material
___ clarity of graphics and legends
___ supporting documentation displayed

b. Interview (25 pts.)
___ clear, concise, thoughtful responses to questions
___ understanding of basic science relevant to project
___ understanding interpretation and limitations of results and conclusions
___ degree of independence in conducting project
___ recognition of potential impact in science, society and/or economics
___ quality of ideas for further research
___ for team projects, contributions to and understanding of project by all members

I. Research Question (10 pts.)
___ clear and focused purpose
___ identifies contribution to field of study
___ testable using scientific methods

II. Design and Methodology (15 pts.)
___ well-designed plan and data collection methods
___ variables and controls defined, appropriate and complete

III. Execution: Data Collection, Analysis and Interpretation (20 pts.)
___ systematic data collection and analysis
___ reproducibility of results
___ appropriate application of mathematical and statistical methods
___ sufficient data collected to support interpretation and conclusions

IV. Creativity (20 pts.)
(A creative project demonstrates imagination and inventiveness. Such projects often offer different perspectives 
that open up new possibilities or new alternatives. Judges should place emphasis on research outcomes in 
evaluating creativity.)
___ project demonstrates significant creativity in one or more of the above criteria

V. Presentation (35 pts.)
(Presentation/Interview: The interview provides the opportunity to interact with the finalists and evaluate their 
understanding of the project’s basic science, interpretation and limitations of the results and conclusions.
If the project was done at a research or industrial facility, the judge should determine the degree of independence 
of the
finalist in conducting the project, which is documented on Form 1C and Form 2. If the project was completed at 
home or in a school laboratory, the judge should determine if the finalist received any
mentoring or professional guidance. If the project is a multi‐year effort, the interview should focus ONLY on the 
current year’s work. Judges should review the project’s abstract and Form 7 (Intel ISEF Continuation Projects) to 
clarify what progress was completed this year. Please note that both team and individual projects are judged 
together, and projects should be judged only on the basis of their quality. However, all team members should 
demonstrate significant contributions to and an understanding of the project.)
a. Poster (10 pts.)
___ logical organization of material
___ clarity of graphics and legends
___ supporting documentation displayed

b. Interview (25 pts.)
___ clear, concise, thoughtful responses to questions
___ understanding of basic science relevant to project
___ understanding interpretation and limitations of results and conclusions
___ degree of independence in conducting project
___ recognition of potential impact in science, society and/or economics
___ quality of ideas for further research
___ for team projects, contributions to and understanding of project by all members

Senior - Engineering                                         Senior - Scientific



Special AwardsI. Research Problem (15 pts.)
● description of a practical need or problem to be solved
● definition of criteria for proposed solution
● explanation of constraints

II. Design and Methodology (25 pts.)
● exploration of alternatives to answer need or problem
● identification of a solution
● development of a prototype/model

III. Execution: Construction and Testing (25 pts.)
● prototype demonstrates intended design
● prototype has been tested in multiple conditions/trials
● prototype demonstrates engineering skill and completeness

IV. Creativity (20 pts.)
(A creative project demonstrates imagination and inventiveness. Such projects 
often are ones that are about something that the student personally cares about, 
have not been done hundreds of times before or frequently listed in Science Fair 
idea books or web. Creative projects offer different
perspectives that open up new possibilities or new alternatives.)

● project demonstrates significant creativity in one or more Criteria I -III 
or V
● idea appears novel – at least to the student (not copied or seen 
repeatedly)
● idea appears to be something that student cares about

V. Board/Presentation (15 pts.)
● evidence of scientific process, understanding of basic science 
relevant to project
● colorful, creative and logical organization of display
● clarity of graphs, legends & graphics
● supporting documentation displayed
● understanding limitations of results and conclusions
● recognition of potential impact in science, society and planet/ world
● thought through implications, ideas for further research

I. Research Question (15 pts.)
● clear and focused purpose
● identifies contribution to field of study
● testable using scientific methods (follows rules and SRC)

II. Design and Methodology (25 pts.)
● well-designed plan and data collection methods
● variables and controls defined, appropriate and complete

III. Execution: Data Collection, Analysis and Interpretation (25 pts.)
● systematic data collection and analysis
● reproducibility of results
● sufficient data collected to support interpretation and conclusions
● appropriate application of mathematical methods for comparison

IV. Creativity (20 pts.)
(A creative project demonstrates imagination and inventiveness. Such 
projects often are ones that are about something that the student personally 
cares about, have not been done hundreds of times before or frequently listed 
in Science Fair idea books or web. Creative projects offer different 
perspectives that open up new possibilities or new alternatives.)

● project demonstrates significant creativity in one or more Criteria I 
-III or V
● idea appears novel – at least to the student (not copied or seen 
repeatedly)
● idea appears to be something that student cares about

V. Board/Poster Presentation (15 pts.)
● evidence of scientific process, understanding of basic science 
relevant to project
● colorful, creative and logical organization of display
● clarity of graphs, legends & graphics
● supporting documentation displayed
● understanding limitations of results and conclusions
● recognition of potential impact in science, society and planet

Elem & JR Engineering                                        Elem & JR - Scientific



Judging Tips
● 30 second elevator speech

○ What you did
○ Why you did it
○ What did you discover
○ Why it is important/future implications

● Eye contact with judges
● Answer questions clearly & honestly; don’t make up an answer as judges 

probably know the answer
● Nice school attire and comfortable shoes



Office Hours 2024

Elementary & Junior Divisions

All Office Hours will be held from 
from 4-5 PM on Zoom 

● Monday, March 11, 2024

Senior Divisions

All Office Hours will be held from 
from 4-5 PM on Zoom 

● Tuesday, March 12, 2024

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89404814891?pwd%3DMnhIT2dDd2lVTlFoNno4SGV5RTduQT09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1702245140542758&usg=AOvVaw0ZcIBjVBadGXziXG-92HIe
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89404814891?pwd%3DMnhIT2dDd2lVTlFoNno4SGV5RTduQT09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1702245140542758&usg=AOvVaw0ZcIBjVBadGXziXG-92HIe


All Registration:
https://az.zfairs.com

https://az.zfairs.com


      AzSEF Website

www.azsef.org

http://www.azsef.org


Questions


